





MR. DAVID'S EDUCATOR EMPOWERMENT EXPERIENCE

In January 2018, | went on a life-changing trip to Zambia with Spark Ventures as part of Lincoln Park Preschool
& Kindergarten's (LPP) Vacation with a Purpose program. | hesitate when | say life-changing because the
phrase is often overused. But it was, in fact, a life-changing journey.

As | packed, | thought about all of the teaching tips and tricks | have learned in the past 13 years as an
educator that | could share with the teachers in Zambia. | remember thinking about how | could teach the
teachers to incorporate more literacy into lesson planning. | compiled a list of books | thought would be great
resources, printed off a 100-page guided reading packet that | thought would be helpful, and | broke down a
year's worth of Kindergarten lesson plans to give to the teachers.

On my first day at Hope School, | was immediately taken aback by the number of talented teachers and
engaged students. The children were eager to soak up new information because the teachers were incredibly
engaging and thoughtful with their planning. At that point, | threw away my lists and packets and changed my
focus. Across the board, classrooms were heavily reliant on memorization, repetition, and other rote memory
techniques. The children memorized sentences in English to greet us just as they memorized times tables and
spelling. Mid-week, the travelers were given the opportunity to plan and organize a lesson for the children in our
reading groups. Here, we modeled meaningful and open-ended learning techniques. The Zambian teachers
seemed to be inspired to bring these methods back to their classrooms. | was humbled and honored to be a
part of this process.

Next, it was my turn to learn...




RECYCLE TO EMPOWER

Spark Ventures provides funding and strategic support to the Women's
Entrepreneur Program at Entreamigos, our partner in Mexico. This
program empowers women of the lowest socio-economic level. These
women meet regularly and produce products from recycled goods that are
sold in Entreamigos’ gallery. They are paid for their products and also gain
valuable business skills. Proceeds from the sale of the products are invested
back into programs at Entreamigos.

Entreamigos also educates their community about the importance of
environmentalism in order to ensure that San Pancho remains a clean,
healthy and beautiful community. Their innovative recycling program is a
key part of this goal. The Spark Ventures Associate Board is fundraising to
provide new funding for the recycling program at Entreamigos - which will
in turn support more opportunities for women in the entrepreneur group.

With just $15 you can sponsor a recycling bin for a month.
Learn more at sparkventures.org/recycle.
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