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This October, I had the privilege of joining so many of you at Spark 
Ventures’ Fall Gala. It was a night filled with energy, generosity, and purpose. 
Surrounded by friends old and new, I was reminded why Spark’s work is so 
critical - and why your support matters so deeply.

A very moving moment for me came when we heard from Julius at Hope 
Community School in Zambia (via video). His words have stayed with me, 
“Hope Community School and Spark Ventures have not only given me an 
education, they have given me purpose. My journey is proof that even when 
life begins with struggles, the right opportunities can transform everything. 
Today, I can say with confidence that I have hope for a brighter future.”

In this installation of our Founders Report, you’ll read how Spark’s partners 
are prioritizing mental health, including a powerful story from Entreamigos in 
Mexico. You’ll also see how our work with We Grow Chicago is expanding to 
support the Englewood Strong initiative, meeting urgent needs while building 
long-term resilience. And of course, we celebrate the incredible success of our 
Fall Gala - where together we lived out the theme United by Purpose, Driven 
by Impact.

Thank you for being part of this community of changemakers. Your generosity 
and commitment fuel the work that makes these stories possible.
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At Spark Ventures, we know that true empowerment 
goes beyond academics, nutrition, or job training – it 
also requires supporting the mental and emotional well-
being of our partners’ communities. Around the globe, our 
partners are prioritizing mental health, creating safe and 
supportive environments where children and families  
can thrive.

At Entreamigos in San Pancho, Mexico, Spark supports 
a scholarship program serving children in grades 2-6 
who face behavioral and academic challenges. Alongside 

tutoring, mentoring, and diverse educational initiatives, 
students now participate in emotional intelligence classes 
that have had a profound impact. Children are developing 
a stronger emotional vocabulary and a greater comfort 
in expressing themselves. This growth is transforming the 
way they resolve conflicts, seek support when they need 
it, and engage with peers through empathy and dialogue. 
The ripple effect of this progress is felt throughout the 
classroom and beyond, strengthening both individual 
resilience and community bonds.

Global Highlights: Mental Health in Action
All of our partners are supporting the mental health of their communities in ways that are specific 
and targeted to their highest need areas.

FOSTERING MENTAL HEALTH ACROSS THE GLOBE
Building resilience through emotional intelligence, counseling, and community healing

In addition to the established trauma 
informed care work happening at 
Hope, their counselor has recently 
increased support for students 
managing the stress of national 
exams - helping them build study 
skills and coping strategies.

A psychologist and social worker 
support every program at Las 
Tías, providing consistent mental 
health resources for everyone from 
the youngest children to the teens 
and mothers in the vocational and 
literacy programs. Often these young 
people come from challenging home 
lives so this support is critical for 
their overall well-being.

On the ever expanding Peace 
Campus in West Englewood, the 
Healing House - a once abandoned 
bungalow - now provides safe, 
healing-centered mental health  
and wellness programs. Through  
the Englewood Strong initiative,  
case managers also ease social 
stressors by addressing families’  
most urgent needs.

Hope Community School | Zambia Las Tías | Nicaragua We Grow Chicago
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Spark Ventures’ partnership with We Grow Chicago 
continues to evolve in powerful ways and has recently 
expanded to include the Englewood Strong initiative -  
a program designed to meet residents where they are  
and break down barriers to success in the Greater 
Englewood community.

Englewood Strong addresses urgent needs on the 
frontlines through its Meal Service and Peace Pantry. 
In the first half of 2025, neighbors in need received 2,838 
meals - simple, nourishing lunches like turkey sandwiches, 
chips, fruit, and water, prepared and distributed daily 
from the Peace House to help disrupt food insecurity. In 
addition, families accessed essential pantry supplies twice 
a week, ranging from household items to hygiene kits to 
baby essentials. So far, 373 participants have engaged 
with these supportive services in 2025, demonstrating the 
far-reaching impact of this lifeline.

But Englewood Strong is about more than food security. 
Through customized case management, residents receive 
help with critical documents like state IDs, referrals to job 
training, legal aid, and housing support. Skill-building 
opportunities - from resume workshops to digital literacy 
training - make use of the Spark Inspiration Computer 
Lab and equip participants with tools to pursue stability 
and independence. Transit support, such as bus cards for 
job interviews, medical visits, and school commutes, further 
eases the burden on families striving to move forward.

By investing in Englewood Strong, Spark Ventures is 
helping to create a community where immediate needs 
are met while also fostering long-term resilience. Together, 
we are building a future in Englewood where all neighbors  
can thrive.

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES
Spark’s Support of Englewood Strong
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Our 2025 Fall Gala united 145 attendees under this year’s 
theme: United by Purpose, Driven by Impact. The evening 
was filled with connection, inspiration, and generosity, as 
together we raised over $311,000 to support life-changing 
programs across the globe.

We were honored to celebrate our esteemed Founders 
Circle inductee Patti O’Neil, Twatotela (Thank You) 
Award winner Sue Bernstein, and Global Service Award 
winners Carol & Tom Barnett. Guests were inspired 
by powerful stories from our partners that captured 
the transformational impact of Spark’s investments 

across all our partners - in Zambia, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
and Chicago. And when the program concluded, the 
celebration continued - DJ Cymba from We Grow Chicago 
kept the dance floor alive until the very end of the night.

We are deeply grateful to everyone who joined us - 
whether in person or in spirit. Your support ensures  
that Spark can continue to invest in sustainable  
solutions, creating brighter futures for children and 
families worldwide.

1501 N. Oakley Blvd., #214, 
Chicago, IL 60622

We’ve Moved!

UNITED BY PURPOSE, DRIVEN BY IMPACT
Spark’s 2025 Fall Gall Was a Success

145
Attendees
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Join us in Zambia this summer!
Last summer’s trip SOLD OUT, it’s never too early to register! This summer, we’ll engage 
with community leaders, collaborate with teachers and students, dance, share meals and 
soak in the sights, sounds, and flavors of Zambia. Family-friendly and filled with joy, 
connection, and purpose - this trip will leave you forever part of the Hope family. Trip 
Dates - July 12-21, 2026 | Register by April 13th. More details at sparkventures.org/travel. 

$311,000
in Donations

Over


